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Jump	to	ratings	and	reviewsHigh	fashion,	high	art,	high	expectations—this	is	Pretty	Woman	for	the	twenty-first	century.Money	makes	the	world	go	round—that’s	what	twenty-something	Grace	Reeves	is	learning.	Stuck	in	a	grind	where	everyone’s	ahead	apart	from	her,	she’s	partied	out,	disillusioned,	and	massively	in	debt.	If	she’s	dumped	by	another
rock-band	wannabe,	squashed	by	anyone	else	at	her	cut-throat	fashion	job,	or	chased	by	any	more	bailiffs,	Grace	suspects	she’ll	fall	apart	…So	when	older,	sexy	and	above	all,	wealthy	art-dealer	Vaughn	appears,	she’s	intrigued	against	her	will.	Could	she	handle	being	a	sugar	daddy’s	arm	candy?Soon	Grace	is	thrown	into	a	world	of	money	and
privilege,	at	Vaughn’s	beck	and	call	in	return	for	thousands	of	pounds	in	luxurious	gifts,	priceless	clothes—and	cash.	Where’s	the	line	between	acting	the	trophy	girlfriend,	and	selling	yourself	for	money?And,	more	importantly:	whatever	happened	to	love?	Sarra	Manning	is	a	teen	queen	extraordinaire.	She	spent	five	years	working	on	the	now	sadly
defunct	J17,	first	as	a	writer	and	then	as	Entertainment	Editor.	She	then	joined	the	launch	team	of	teen	fashion	bible	Ellegirl,	which	she	later	went	on	to	edit	and	has	consulted	on	a	wide	range	of	youth	titles	including	Bliss,	The	Face	and	More.	Sarra	is	now	editor	of	What	To	Wear	magazine.	She's	also	been	a	regular	contributor	to	ELLE,	The
Guardian,	ES	Magazine,	Seventeen,	Details	and	Heat	and	wrote	the	Shop	Bitch	column	for	Time	Out.	Sarra	lives	in	North	London	with	her	dog	Miss	BetsyGet	help	and	learn	more	about	the	design.	STATE	OF	GRACE	Money	makes	the	world	go	round	-	that's	what	twenty-something	Grace	Reeves	is	learning.	Stuck	in	a	grind	where	everyone's	ahead
apart	from	her,	she's	partied	out,	disillusioned,	and	massively	in	debt.	If	she's	dumped	by	another	rock-band	wannabe,	squashed	by	anyone	else	at	her	cut-throat	fashion	job,	or	chased	by	any	more	bailiffs,	Grace	suspects	she'll	fall	apart...	GRACE	UNDER	PRESSURE	So	when	older,	sexy	and	above	all,	wealthy	art-dealer	Vaughn	appears,	she's
intrigued	against	her	will.	Could	she	handle	being	a	sugar	daddy's	arm-candy?	SAVING	GRACE	Soon	Grace	is	thrown	into	a	world	of	money	and	privilege,	at	Vaughn's	beck	and	call	in	return	for	thousands	of	pounds	in	luxurious	gifts,	priceless	clothes	-	and	cash.	She's	out	of	her	depth.	Where's	the	line	between	acting	the	trophy	girlfriend,	and	selling
yourself	for	money?	And,	more	importantly,	whatever	happened	to	love?We	were	superglued	to	the	pages	of	this	book,	and	you'll	be	hooked	too...this	sexy,	gritty	tale	is	Sarra	Manning's	first	novel	and	she's	nailed	it.	*****Heat	magazineDetailsImprint:	CorgiPublished:	02/08/2012ISBN:	9780552167765Length:	576	pagesDimensions:	198mm	x	127mm	x
127mmWeight:	398gPrice:	£17.99All	EditionsShareFor	the	latest	books,	recommendations,	author	interviews	and	moreBy	signing	up,	I	confirm	that	I'm	over	16.	To	find	out	what	personal	data	we	collect	and	how	we	use	it,	please	visit	our	Privacy	Policy	And	yet,	it	came	highly	recommended	by	Angie,	whose	taste	is	excellent	and	is	very	similar	to	my
own.	(also	excellent)	taste.	And	where	other	books	with	similar	plots	enrage	me,	Unsticky	enthralled	me.	I	lost	sleep	and	fought	through	weary	eyes	to	get	through	this	captivating	550-page	novel.Grace	is	a	recent	almost-grad	(there	was	an	incident	at	her	senior	show	that	prevented	her	from	actually	graduating	from	college)	who	partied	too	hard,
hooked	up	with	too	many	losers,	is	drowning	in	debt	and	working	in	a	dead	end	job	at	a	fashion	assistant	at	a	magazine	where	she	seems	destined	to	never	get	her	shot.	Grace	is	not	particularly	likable,	and	she's	certainly	not	an	easy	character.	She	makes	bad	decisions	and	doesn't	own	up	to	her	self-created	problems.Being	drunk	really	brought	out
her	inner	vicious	bitch.At	one	of	her	lowest	moments,	Grace	meets	Vaughn,	an	older--extremely	wealthy	art	dealer--who	has	an	intriguing,	and	disturbing	proposition	for	her:	in	exchange	for	thousands	per	month,	she'll	be	at	his	beck	and	call,	host	his	parties,	and	be	his	arm	candy	whenever	she's	needed.	Desperate	for	cash	and	in	need	of	something--
anything--different	in	her	life,	Grace	signs	a	six-month	agreement	and	she's	quickly	drawn	into	Vaughn's	world	of	privilege	and	society.Sound	familiar?	Actually,	Unsticky	isn't	what	you	think.Quickly,	a	line	blurs,	and	Vaughn	and	Grace's	agreement	gets	complicated.	They're	both	difficult,	not-particularly-likable	people,	and	yet	there's	something
between	them	that	works.	They	have	a	prickly	sort	of	friendship	that	works.	They	also	have	chemistry,	despite	that	even	their	sexual	relationship	is	"just	business."	Sort	of.And	that's	where	Grace's	interesting	internal	conflict	emerges.	What	is	she?	Employee?	Friend?	Prostitute?	Because	there's	no	doubt	about	it,	she	sold	herself	for	money	and
clothes,	but	there's	something	real	between	she	and	Vaughn,	though	neither	of	them	really	understands	that	because	they're	both	such	emotional	disasters.	In	a	lot	of	ways,	the	dynamic	between	these	two	characters	reminded	me	of	Victoria	and	Eli	from	Molly	O'Keefe's	Can't	Hurry	Love.	Like	Victoria	and	Eli,	Grace	and	Vaughn	are	using	each	other,
and	intellectually	speaking,	that's	a	disturbing,	dysfunctional	dynamic.	And	yet...	This	thing	with	Vaughn	wasn't	built	to	last,	but	while	it	did,	Grace	felt	as	if	it	was	giving	her	the	potential	to	change;	to	be	the	Grace	she	wanted	to	be	or	at	least,	more	like	the	Grace	she	wanted	to	be.	It	wasn't	just	the	outside	stuff,	the	spa-ing	and	the	pretty	clothes	and
the	posh	weekend	breaks.	It	was	being	with	a	man	like	Vaughn	who'd	obviously	seen	something	in	her	that	she	still	couldn't	see	in	herself.	If	she	took	her	cues	from	Vaughn,	let	him	guide	her,	got	used	to	being	in	his	world,	then	it	would	all	rub	off	on	her.	She'd	have	that	glossy	patina	that	the	posh	girls,	the	successful	girls,	the	sophisticated	girls	had
that	was	nothing	to	do	with	how	shiny	their	hair	was	but	came	from	walking	in	a	world	which	was	always	good	to	them.Grace	finds	herself	believing	in	this	new	version	of	herself,	seeing	that	she's	more	than	a	mess	of	a	career	and	a	pile	of	debt.	And	Vaughn,	despite	his	surly	and	difficult	personality,	seems	to	believe	in	Grace	too.	Despite	this,	life	gets
very,	very	complicated	for	Grace.	The	arrangement	with	Vaughn	has	extreme	requirements.	She	has	miss	friends'	(if	you	can	call	them	that--Grace	isn't	so	great	at	forging	relationships)	events	and	Christmas	with	the	grandparents	who	raised	her,	all	to	be	at	Vaughn's	beck	and	call.	At	one	point,	she	becomes	so	ill	with	flu	she	can't	get	out	of	bed	and
yet	she	still	has	to	"perform"	at	yet	another	one	of	Vaughn's	meetings.	Grace	stared	at	him	for	as	long	as	it	took	until	he	turned	away	from	the	snowy	vista	and	met	her	eyes.	"I	fucking	hate	you,"	she	enunciated	slowly	and	clearly.Vaughn	shrugged	and	his	lips	quirked	maybe	a	half	of	a	millimetre	upwards.	"I	know,"	he	said,	sounding	not	the	least	bit
surprised.The	bulk	of	Unsticky	involves	the	question	of	what	direction	Grace	will	go	in	her	life.	Will	she	figure	out	how	to	stand	up	for	herself--at	work,	with	Vaughn?	Will	she	figure	out	how	to	support	herself	or	is	she	destined	to	be	some	guy's	arm	candy?	These	questions	are	what	differentiated	Unsticky	for	me,	compared	to	the	million	other
iterations	of	this	storyline.	Unsticky	is	really	about	broken,	messed	up	people	figuring	out	a	way	to	make	life	work	for	them,	as	individuals	first.I	honestly	didn't	care	what	the	outcome	of	Grace	and	Vaughn's	arrangement	would	ultimately	be.	Rather,	as	the	story	developed,	I	rooted	for	them	as	individuals.	I	hoped	that	Grace	would	figure	out	that	she
could	be	more;	I	hoped	that	Vaughn	would	realize	that	he	is	more	than	his	money.	If	they	could	help	one	another	do	that,	all	the	better.	"We're	a	good	team,	though	neither	of	us	is	particularly	house-trained,	are	we?"She	knew	exactly	what	he	meant.	Despite	their	differences,	because	of	their	differences,	they	were	a	perfect	mismatched	set.	Two	sides
of	the	same	tarnished	penny.	An	out-of-step	Fred	and	Ginger.	Vaugn	was	just	as	fucked	up	as	she	was--he	was	just	so	much	better	at	hiding	it.It's	hard	to	share	much	else	about	Unsticky	without	ruining	Unsticky,	which	I	highly	recommend--particularly	for	readers	looking	for	a	meaty	read	with	characters	that	challenge	the	notion	of	"likability"	in	favor
of	complex	character	development	and	emotional	authenticity.	With	Unsticky,	Manning	has	crafted	a	story	that,	well...	sticks.*	Amazon	(US/Kindle)	/	Amazon	(UK)		/	Book	Depository	/	GoodreadsFNL	Character	Rating:	Tyra	ColletteNote:	While	Sarra	Manning's	adult	novels	are	only	published	in	the	U.K.	(her	YA	fiction	is	published	here),	she	recently
self-published	both	Unsticky	and	You	Don't	Have	to	Say	You	Love	Me	for	Kindle--complete	with	all	the	British-isms	preserved.	Pretty	Woman	set	in	a	London	that,	more	than	ever	before,	sets	the	haves	against	the	have-nots.	Money	makes	the	world	go	round.	At	least,	that's	what	Grace	Reeves	thinks.	Stuck	in	a	grind	where	everyone's	ahead	apart	from
her,	she's	partied	out,	cynical	and	in	debt	to	the	tune	of	five	figures.	If	she's	dumped	by	one	more	rock-band	wannabe,	squashed	by	anyone	else	at	the	cut-throat	magazine	where	she	works,	or	chased	by	any	more	bailiffs,	Grace	knows	she'll	fall	apart.	Welcome	to	being	a	twenty-something	in	twenty-first	century	London	.	So	when	Vaughn	ndash;	older,
suave,	and	above	all	wealthy,	Vaughn	ndash;	appears,	she	can't	help	but	be	intrigued.	She	could	handle	being	a	sugar	daddy's	arm	candy,	couldn't	she?	But	there's	no	such	thing	as	a	free	lunch,	and	Grace	is	startled	to	find	herself	catapulted	into	the	role	of	Vaughn's	mistress.	She's	at	his	beck	and	call	in	return	for	thousands	of	pounds	a	month	in	gifts,
clothes	ndash;	and	cash.	She's	in	out	of	her	depth.	Where	do	you	draw	the	line	between	acting	the	trophy	girlfriend	and	selling	yourself	for	money?	And	more	importantly,	does	it	matter?
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